T H E H I S T O 

ti’Seji bi J?e heptx 3 hen Ten bjrymgep on hep. per. 
CDe t)it)e cnorrtt) prpengep aburon hepe liiuet). 3 
uupyften ro p ir get)e ro pc haejmep. £1 rroen heom 
in quajirejine pay natpep 3 pnakep 3 pat )ep paspon mne. 
3 tpapen heom ppa. Sume hi t)it)en in cpucer-hup. 
p ip in an cepre p pap pcopr 3 napeu. 3 un-t>ep. 3 
t)it)e pcaeppe pranep J?ep mne. 3 J?pengt)e pc man pxjx 
mne. p hi bp2econ alle pc limep. In mam op pc ca p- 
rlep paepon lop 3 jpl. psepon pachenrejep rpa 
o^ep Jpe men hat>t>en onoh ro baepon onne. p pap ppa 
maCet) ip p^prnet) ro an beom. 3 t)it)en an pcaepp 
ipen aburon pa. mannep fpore *3 hip halp. p he ne 
mihre nopit>eppapt)ep ne pirren. ne lien, ne plepen. 
oc baepon al p ipen. COam fupen hi rpapen mit) hun- 
grp. J ne canne. *3 ne mai rellen alle pc punfcep. ne 
alle pc pinep p hi t)it)en ppecce men on hip lant). *3 p 
lapret)e pa. xix. pinrpe pile Srephne pap king. *3 aeupe 
ir pap uueppe ant) uueppe. pi laeifaengseilfaep on pc 
runep aeupeu pile. 3 clepet)en ir renpepie. pa. pc 
ppecce men ne hat)t>en nan mope ro giuen. J?a pasueften 
hi ant) bpent>on alle J?e runep. p pel pu mihrep papen 
all abaci p pa pe pculrepr pu neupe pmt)en man in rune 
pirrent)e. ne lant) nlet). Da pap copn t)aepe. *3 plec. 
3 caspe *3 burepe. pop nan ne yxy o pc lant). Ulpecce 
men prupuen op hungup, pume jet)en on aslmep pc 
papen pum pile pice men. pum plugen ur op lant>e. 
Hlep n^upe gaer mape ppeccehet) on lant). ne nneupe 
heften men peppe ne t)it)en fan hi t)it)en. pop ouep 
ffSon ne pop-bapen hi nou^ep cipce. ne cypce-iaept). 
oc nam al pc got) p pay inne pap. *3 bpentien pySen pc 
cypce *3 alregseOepe. Ne hi ne pop-bapen bipcopep 
lant). ne abborep. ne ppeoprep. ac pseueten munecep. 
*3 clepekep. *3 asupic man oSep fe ouep myhre. Dip 
rpa men o^ep Jpe coman pitent) ro an run. al pc 
runpcipe plugsen pop heom. penten p hi psepon 
Jiaeuepep. De bipcopep *3 lepet) men heom cuppete 
asupe. oc pap heom nahr fa p op. pop hi psepon all 
pop- cuppa? t) 3 pop-puopen *3 poplopen. UJap yac me 
rilete. f e ep'Se ne bap nan copn. pop fe lant) pap all 
pop- bon CQ.it> puilce basbep. *3 hi paeben openlice p 
fcpipr plep. *3 hip halechen. 8uilc *3 mape fanne pe 
cunnen paein. pe folenben xix. pintpepop upe pmnep. 
On al fip yuele rime heolb COaprin abbor hip abbor- 
pice xx. pinrep. *3 halp ga?p. 3 vm. baciy. mib micel 
pumc. 3 panb fe munekep. 3 re geprep al p heom be- 
houeb. 3 heolb mycel capireb in rhe hup. anb f oS pe- 
SSepe ppohre on f e cipce 3 perre f ap ro lanbep 3 pen- 
rep. 3 gobeb ir puy^e anb Iser ir pepen. anb bpohre 
heom inro fe nepae mynprpe on p. Perpep maeppe-taei 
mib micel puprpcipe. p pap anno ab mcapnanone Dom. 
mcxl. a combuprione loci xxm. Ant) he pop ro 
Rome 3 pacy yacy pad unbep-pangen ppam fe Pape 
Ougenie. 3 begser rhape ppiuilegiep. an op alle fe 
lanbep op fabbor-pice.' 3 an o^ep op fe lanbep fe hen 
ro fe cipce- pican. 3 gip he leng mopre huen. alpe he 
minr ro bon op fe hopbep-pycan. Ant) he begaer 
m lanbep p pice men hepben mib prjiengfe. op UJil- 
lelm CDalbuir fe heolb Rogingham fae caprel he pan 
Eonngham 3 Gprun. 3 op ^ugo op Ulalruile he pan 
^yprlingb. 3 Sranepig. 3 lx. pof. op Alrepingle aelc 
gaep. Anb he makebe manie munekep. 3 planrebe 
piniaepb. 3 makebe manie peopkep. 3 penbe fe run 
berepe fan ir aep y&y. anb yacy gob munec 3 gob man. 
3 popSi hi luueben Dob anb gobe men. Nu pe pillen 
paegen pum bel par belamp on Srephne kingep rime. 
On hip rime fe Jubeup op Nop-pic bohron an Epipren 
cilb bepopen Gprpen. anb pineben him alle fe lice pi- 
ning p upe Dpihren pap pineb. anb on lang-ppib^ei 
him on pobe hengen pop upe Dpihrnep luue. 3 ppSen 
bypieben him. UJenben p ir pculbe ben pop-holen. oc 
upe Dpihnn arypebe p he pap hall mapryp. 3 ro mu . 
nekep him namen. 3 bebypieb him heghce. in $e myn- 
prpe. 3 he maker f up upe Dpihnn punbeplice anb 
mam-padblice mipaclep. 3 harre hep. UJillelm:- 
On fip gaep com Dauib king op Scorlanb mib op- 
mere paspb ro fip lanb polbe pmnan fip lanb. 3 him 
com rogsenep UJillelm eopl op Albamap fe fe king 
abbe berehr 6uop pic. 3 ro obep seuez men mib pam 
men 3 puhren pib heom. 3 plemben fe king aer re 
pranbapb. 3 plogen pui^e micel op hip genge;- 


R Y OF THE 

On fip g.rp polbe fe king Srephne nrcen Robbept? 
eopl op Dlouceprpe. fe kingep pune J)enpiep. ac hene 
mihre pop he papc ir pap. Da eprep hi fe lengren 
)eprepebe fe punne 3 re basi aburon nonrib t)2jtp. 
?a men eren p me hhrebc canblep ro aeren bi. 3 p p a ^ ] 
xiii. kh. Appil. paepon men pui'be oppunbpeb. Dep 
eprep popb-peopbe Ulillelm i®pce-bipcop op Eanr- 
pap bypig. 3 re king makebe Teobalb ihpce-bipcop. 
fe pap abbor in fe Bee. Dep eprep yacx pui< 5 e nucel 
uueppe beruyx fe king 3 Ranbolp eopl op E23 rpe 
nohr pop^i p he ne jap him al p he cu^e axen him. 
alpe he bibe alle o^pe. oc asppe fe mape lap heom fe 
yacjiyc hi paepon him. De eopl he.olb Lincol agsenep 
fe king. 3 benam him al p he ahre ro hauen. 3 re kinr 
pop fibep 3 bepserre him 3 hip bpo< 5 ep UJillelm be 
R . . . ape in fe caprel. 3 re eopl preel ur 3 pepbe 
eprep Robbepr eopl op Dlouceprpe. 3 bpohr him 
fibep mib micel pepb. anb puhren ppi^e on Danbel- 
mappe-baei agenep heope lauepb. 3 namen him. pop 
hip men him puyken 3 plugaen. anb laeb him ro Bpip- 
rope anb biben fap in ppipun. 3 . . . repep Da pap 
all 6ngle-lanb prypeb map fan aep psep. anb all yuei 
prp in lanbe. Dep eprep com fe kingep bohrep 
fjenpiep fe hepbe ben Bmpepic on Alamame. 3 nu 
yacy cunreppe in Angou 3 com ro Lunbene. 3 re 
Lunbenippce pole hipe polbe r,rcen 3 pcae pleh. 3 p 0 p. 
Icy pay micel:- Dep eprep fe bipcop op UJin-ceprpe 
^enpi. fe kingep bpo'Sep Srephnep. ppac pib Rob- 
bepr eopl 3 pib f empepice anb ppop heom aSap y he 
neupe ma mib re king hip bpobep polbe halben. 3 
cuppebe alle fe men fe mib him heolben. anb pasbe 
heom p he polbe nuen heom up UJin-ceprpe. 3 bibe 
heom cumen fibep. Da hi fa?p mne paepen fa com fe 
kingep cuen . . . hipe prpeng^e 3 bepsr heom. p fep 
paep inne micel hungcTji. Da hi ne leng ne muhren 
folen. fa prali hi ur 3 plugen. 3 hi pup^en pap pi- 
^uren 3 polecheben heom. anb namen Robbepr eopl 
op Dlou-ceprpe anb lebben him ro Roue-ceprpe. anb 
biben him fape in ppipun. anb re empepice pleh inro 
an mynprpe. Da peopben Sa pipe men berpyx. fe, 
kingep ppeonb 3 re eoplep ppeonb. anb pahrlebe pua 
p me pculbe leren ur fe king op ppipun pop fe eopl. 

3 re eopl pop fe king. 3 pua biben SiSen ’Sep ep- 
rep parhleben f e king 3 Ranbolp eopl ar Sran-popb 3 
a $ep ppopen anb rpeu^ep paepron p hep nou^ep 
pculbe bepuiken o^ep. 3 ir ne pop-prob nahr. pop 
f e king him pi^en nam in ^amrun. f uphe picci pseb. 3 
bibe him in ppipun. 3 ep ponep he Jer him ur f uphe 
yacjiyc peb ro p popepapbe p he puop on halibom. 3 
gyplep panb, p he alle hip caprlep pculbe nuen up. 
Sume he fap up anb pume ne lap he nohr. anb bibe 
fanne yacjiyc ftanne he hsep pculbe. Da pap Gngle- 
lanb pui'Se ro-beleb. pume helben mib re king 3 
pume mib fempepice. pop fa fe king pap in ppipun. 
fa penben fe eoplep 3 re pice men p he neupe mape 
pculbe cumme ur. 3 pashrleben pyb fempepice 3 
bpohren hipe inro Oxen-popb. anb fauen hipe fe 
bupch:- Da king pap ure. fa hepbe p paegen. anb 
roc hip peopb 3 bepaer hipe in pc rup. 3 me ] [act hipe 
bun on mhr op fe rup mib papep. 3 j ral ur 3 ycx 
pleh 3 irebe on pore ro UJaling popb. Da:p eprep 
pea; pepbe opep pae. 3 ki op Nopmanbi penben alle 
ppa fe king ro fe eopl op Angmu. pume hepe fankep 
3 pume hepe un fankep. pop he bepasr heom nl hi 
aiauen up hepe caprlep 3 hi nan helpe ne haepben op 
fe king. Da pepbe Guprace fe kingep pune ro 
Fpance. 3 nam fe kingep puprep op hpance ro pipe, 
penbe ro bigaeron Nopmanbi faejv fuph. oc he ppebbe 
libel- 3 be gobe pihre. pop he pap an yuel man. pop 
pape pe he . . . . bibe mape yuel fanne gob. he peuebe 

fe lanbep 3 lasibe mic p on. he bpohrr hip 

pip ro Gngle-lanb. 3 bibe hipe in fe capre reb. 

gob pi mm an ycac yacy. oc peas hebbe Jirel bhppe mib 
him. 3 xpipr ne polbe p he pculbe lange pixan. 3 pxpb 
beb anb hip mobep beien. 3 re eopl op Angjeu paepb 
beb. 3 hip pune £enpi roc ro fe pice. Anb re cuen 
op Fpance ro-baelbe ppa fe king. 3 pcae com ro fe 
uinge eopl J)enpi. 3 he roc hipe ro piue. 3 al Peirou 
mib hipe. Da pepbe he mib micel p vpb into Gngle- 
lanb. 3 pan caprlep. 3 re king pepbe agenep hi pi mi- 
- cel 


ENGLISH 

en f -f^rahre p re king pculbe ben lauepb 3 king 
^f^hchuebe 3 acyTcn hip b^i pape]5enpi king. 3 he 

sw , 1 op s 
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S c Ujin-cerrne ant) xv Lunt)ene mit. micel pujir r cipe. 
ant) al'le to.Cen him man-pet,, ant, pope., >e paip ro 
hatoen. ant, h.r pajio pne S 



luueoe. pop ne oioc jot, jopnpe 

Nearly about this time, the following pieces of poetry 
feem to have been written, of which I have inferred 
only fhort fragments ; the firft is a rude attempt at the 
ptefent meafure of eight fyllables, and the fecond is a 
natural introduftion to Robert of Gloucefier, being com- 
oofed in the fame meafure, which, however rude and 
barbarous it may feem, taught the way to the Alexan- 
drines of the French poetry. 

U R in fee bi wefr fpaynge. 

If a lonb lhore cokaygne. 

Der nif lonb unber heuenriche. 

Of vvei of gobnif hir lhche. 

Doy parabif be min anb briyr. 

Dokaygn if of fairir fiyr. 

Whar if fer in parabif. 

Bor graflfe anb flure anb grencrif. 

Doy fer be 101 anb grer bure. 

Der nif mer bore frure. 

Der nif halle bure no bench. 

Bor wanr man if f urfro quench. 

Bef fer no men bur rwo. 

£ely anb enok alfo. 

Elmglich may hi go. 

Whar fer womf men no mo. 

In cokaygne if mer anb brink. 

Wifure care how anb fwink. 

De mer if me fe brink fo clere. 

To none ruflin anb fopper. 

I figge for fof boure were. 

Der nif lonb on erfe if pere. 

Unber heuen nif lonb 1 wiffe* 

Of fo mochil 101 anb blifle. 

Der if mam fwere fiyre. 

Al if bai nif fer no myre. 

Der nif barer nofer frrif. 

Nif fer no bef ac euer lif, 

Der nif lac of mer no clof . 

Der nif no man no woman wrof. 

Der nif ferpenr wolf no fox. 

£orf no capil. kowe no ox. 

Der nif fchepe no fwine no gore. 

No non horwyla gob ir wore. 

Nofer harare nofer frobe. 

De lanb if ful ot ofer gobe. 

Nif fer flei fle no lowfe. 

In clof in roune beb no houfe. 

Der nif bunnir flere no hawle. 

No non vile worme no fnawile. 

No non frorm rein no wmbe. 

Der nif man no woman blinbe. 

Ok al if game 101 anr gle. 

Wei if him far fer mai be. 

Der bef riverf grer anb fine. 

Of oile melk horn anb wine. 

Wanr feruif fer ro nofing, 

Bor ro fiyr anb ro waulfing. 

SANCTA MARGARETTA. 

QL D E anr yonge 1 preir ou oure folief for ro lete. 

Dencher on gob far yef ou wir oure funnef ro bere. 
£ere mai re llen ou. wib worbef feire anr fwere. 

De vie of one meiban. waf horen COareo-rere. 

^ire faber waf a parnac. af ic ou reffen may 
In aunnoge wif echef 1 £e falfe lay. 
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LANGUAGE. 

Deve o-otief anr »oumbe. he fervet, mit anr tsayi 

fio oeren mony obere. ba r fin S et: well: ‘ we > r - , 

Theorofius wal if home, on enft ne levere he nou t. 

fte levetse on fe falfe got,ef. Bar peren wit, honGen wi outt. 

Do far ch.lk feu to? chnft.ne ben. ic com him well in 

6 bet, wen ir were ibore. ro ftefe .r were ibpoutt. 

De merer waf an hefene w.f far hire ro wyman bere. 
Do bar chilb lborewaf. nolbe ho hir iurfare. 

130 lente ir into afye. wit, niefl’agerf till yare. 

To a non.ee far hire wifte. anr ferre hire ro lore. 

De nonce bar hire wifte. children aheuepe feuene. 

De eittefe waf maregrere. enfrei may o. heuene. 
Talef ho am rotoe. ful feire anr ful euene. 

Wou ho foleten marrirtiom. fein Laurence anc lemre 

Sreuene. 


tongue, 


In thefe fragments, the adulteration of the Saxon 
by a mixture of the Norman , becomes appa- 
rent- yet it is not fo much changed by the admixture of 
new ’words, which might be imputed to commerce with 
the continent, as by changes of its own forms and ter- 
minations j for which no reafon can be given. 

Hitherto the language ufed in this ifland, however 
different in fucceffive time, may be called Saxon •, nor 
can it be expedted, from the nature of things gra- 
dually changing, that anytime can be affigned, when 
the Saxon may be faid to ceafe, and the Englifh to com- 
Robert of Gloucefier however, who is placed by 


mence. 


the criticks in the thirteenth century, feems to have ufed 
a kind of intermediate didlion, neither Saxon nor Enghfh ; 
in his work therefore we fee the tranfition exhibited, 
and, as he is the firft of our writers in rhyme, of whom 
any large work remains, a more extenfive quotation is 
extracted. He writes apparently in the fame meafure 
with the foregoing authour of St. Margarite , which po- 
lifhed into greater exadtnefs, appeared to our anceftors 
fo fuitable to the genius of the Englifh language, that it 
was continued in ufe almoft to the middle of the feven- 
teenth century. 

F pc batayles of Denemarch, j)at hii dude in j*ys 
londe 

pat word v/ere of alle oj^ere, we mote abbe an honde. 
Worft hii were, vor oj)ere adde fomwanne ydo, 

A§ Romeyns & Saxons, &'wel wufle pat lond £erto. 

Ac hii ne kepte yt holdc nojt, bote robby, and ffende. 
And deftrue, & berne, & fie, & ne cou])e abbe non ende. 
And bote lute ytnasworj), ]?ey hii were ouercomeylome. 
Vor myd ffypes and gret poer as preft effone hii come. 
Kyng Adel wolf of J?ys lond kyng was tuenty ^er. 
pc Deneys come by hym ryuor pan hii dude en 
Vor in pc al our vorft jer of ys kynedom 
Myd pre & pry tty ffypuol men her prince hyder come, 
And at Sou^hamtone aryued, an hauene by Souj?e. 
Anoj)er gret oft J)ulke tyme aryuede at Portefmouj)e, 
pc kyng nufte we|?er kepe, at delde ys oft atuo. 
pc Denes adde pc mayftre. po al was ydo. 

And by Eftangle & Lyndeleye hii wende vorj) atte lafte. 
And fo ham ward al by Kent, & flowe & barnde vafte. 
Ajen wynter hii wende hem. anofer ^er eft hii come. 
And deftrude Kent al out, and Londone nome. 

})us al an ten ger pat lond hii bro^te J;er doune. 

So pat in pc te{?e jer of j^e kynge’s croune, 

Al byfouj)e hii come alond, and J?et folc of Somerfetc 
J)oru pc byffop Alcfton and J?et folc of Dorfete 
Hii come & frnyte an batayle, & J?ere, J)oru Code’s grace, 
J)e Deneys were al bynej)e,' & pc lond folc adde pc place. 
And more prowefle dude ])o, pan be kyng my^te byuore, 
J)eruore gode lond men ne bej) nojt al verlore. 

J)e kyng was pc boldore J?o, & a^en hem pc more drou. 
And ys foure godes fones woxe vafte y nou, 

Edelbold and Adelbry^t, Edelred and Alfred, 
fys was a ftalwarde tern, & of gret wyfdom & red. 

And kynges were al foure, & defendede wel pfs lond. 
An Deneys dude ifame ynou, pat me volwel vond 
In fyxtefe jere of J? e kynge’s kynedom 
Is eldefte fone Adelbold gret olf to hym nome, 

And ys fader alio god, and oJ)ere heye men al fo, 

And wende ajen J?ys Deneys, muche wo adde y do. 

\'or 
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